
 
  
Hello Coaches & Coordinators, 
It is a great time to step back and take some deep breaths. Every team has been 
impacted by snow, flu and makeup work. You've done all you can!  Take a few 
moments to enjoy your team! How unbelievable they are! 
  
PLEASE check for CLARIFICATIONS in your problem!  Clarifications can be read 
at www.odysseyofthemind.com.  Clarifications through Feb 21st are in effect at the 
Eastern Region Tournament. 
  
PLEASE re-read your problem with the kids and double-check each ITALICIZED 
word!  ITALICIZED words have DEFINITIONS that your kids should read.  Some 
definitions are at the end of the problem write-up and some are in the Program 
Guide.  What else can I say?  Nothing.( I'd hate to be guilty of outside assistance!  :-D) 
  
DIVISION III Teams:  There are NC Odyssey of the Mind scholarships!  Please let your 
high schoolers know that they should go to the state website at www.ncom.org and 
apply!  There is also a Creative Opportunities Unlimited (COU) scholarship available - 
apply for it! 
  
Regional Tournament Information: 
  
PLEASE READ CAREFULLY 
  
1.) Schedule: The schedule is posted at www.ncome.org. 
  
2.) Tournament Check-In:  CHANGED.  Check-in materials are at the Info Desk in the 
Student Services Building (SSB).  Have one coach (only) pick up: programs, 
participation certificates, passports (see below) and a clasp envelope with Tournament 
Day information and Tournament Rules.  If your team has spontaneous early, you do 
not need to get your packet before spontaneous. If you need to find the SSB, maps are 
posted at www.ncome.org. 
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3.) Odyssey Passport!  This year we again give a little encouragement for kids to see 
other teams perform. We will give all team members a "Passport" in the check-in 
packet.  The "Passport" has places for stickers.  On the way out after seeing a 
performance, the door keepers will be giving little stickers for each team member to put 
in their "Passport".  Get three or more stickers and bring your passport to the sales area 
in the SSB to receive a small token prize!  We hope this will be a fun way to encourage 
your team to see some of the other amazing solutions at the tournament! 
  
4.) Award Ceremonies:  We are planning several award ceremonies.  They will be split 
up by problem. 
  
Primary (K-2) - Wacky Weather Warning: Two award ceremonies.  One at about 
11:45AM and one at about 4PM  These will take place in the "Quad" outside the PLM 
building (where the teams perform). 
  
All other problems: We have limited capacity (880) in the SSB Conference Center (2nd 
floor) where the main award ceremonies will take place.  Please help limit attendance to 
just those teams that participated in the problems being awarded and their parents. 
Teams and coaches will parade in and sit together on the floor. There will be a few 
chairs around the edges of the room.  Please reserve these for folks who must have 
chairs.  The rest of us (kids, coaches and parents) will all sit on the floor! We do not 
have a stage.  Standing will only be allowed behind the chairs, to allow visibility for all 
sitters.  Note: We will post the tournament results online at www.ncome.orgimmediately 
after the award ceremony (about 7PM). 
  
3:30PM: P1 - Runaway "Train", P2 - Experiencing Technical Difficulties, and P4 - Lose 
Your Marbles. 
5PM: P5 - Silent Movie. 
6PM: P3 - Pandora's Box. 
  
5.) Banner: Your school can bring a banner to carry in during the parade of teams at the 
opening of the awards ceremony.  This is not required.  Schools will sit together.  The 
Parade will line up in alphabetical order.  The banners must be laid down or 
disassembled once everyone is seated in the award ceremony. 
  
6.) PARKING. We are pleased to have sufficient parking this year (Yay!) - but all five 
hundred or so cars will not be able to park close to the buildings!  PLEASE DO NOT 
park in an unmarked area.  PLEASE DO NOT park on the grass!  PLEASE DO NOT 
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block access to fire and emergency equipment! Arrive early. Be kind to each other and 
to the Wake Technical Community College campus! 
  
7.) Celebrate your success!  Plan to make this a day of celebration for your kids and 
parents. We know they are kids - and you have done what you could do!   You have had 
a successful year!  Your team made it to the tournament!  Make this a celebration for 
everyone!  We have neat souvenir T-shirts and "Odyssey of the Mind" pins for sale in 
the SSB lobby. 
  
8.) Manage your(!) expectations and manage your team's and parents 
expectations.  Teams in first and second place (and ties) from each site will be invited to 
the State Tournament on April 11th at Appalachian State University.  It takes a bolt of 
lightning for this to happen!  Your team is successful even if they do not advance!  Bring 
little token awards to hand out after the team is done for the day.  Make up some funny 
awards too! Bring Frisbees, cards and games and send good thoughts that we have 
beautiful, clear weather. 
  
9.) Food. There is great food on campus provided by MoJo's in the Student Services 
Building (SSB). It may be crowded.  You may want to plan to get food at one of the 
nearby restaurants off campus. There is more information about nearby restaurants 
online at www.ncome.org. Allow time for this.  You may want to bring some food or 
snacks. 
  
MORE INFORMATION about tournament day events, maps, rules and procedures will 
be posted at www.ncome.org. Let us know if you have questions. 
  
NCOM Eastern Region web site:   www.ncome.org  
       NCOM State web site:     www.ncom.org 
  
Roll On Problem Solvers! 
Thanks again for the time you are giving the kids!  
  
Tom Hansen  
Regional Director 
  
Lexie Groner 
Tournament Co-Director 
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