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Spontaneous Problem: Silence is Golden
A. When the team enters the room, tell them, “This is a Hands-On problem. In an actual tournament you would have one minute to select five team members to compete. The others would leave or stay to watch, sitting in seats away from the table.  If they stayed in the room, they could not assist in solving the problem and could not talk at ANY time.”

     Note To Judge: All team members can participate in the Spontaneous Fair.

B. JUDGE READS TO TEAM:

1.   You will have six minutes to solve this problem.  You may ask the judge questions at any time; however, time will continue.  You will be scored at the end of five minutes or when the team asks to be scored. 
2.   In front of you on the table are various building materials.  You may use only the materials provided in this solution.  You may use the scissors, but they may not be part of your final solution.
3. Your problem is: You are to build a tower as high as possible from the surface of the table towards the ceiling.  You may use only the materials provided in your solution.  You may not talk to each other at any time.  Any instance of talking will be penalized.
4. Scoring will be as follows:

· Every inch in the height of your structure: 2 points
· How well your team works together:  1-25 points

· Penalty for talking (each offence): 3 points
5.  Your bridge must stand for at least as long as it takes the judge to measure it.
6.  Repeat items in bold.  Begin by saying, "I repeat...."
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C. FOR JUDGES ONLY

 1.  You should allow no talking or whispering.  The team may use gestures and silently mouth words, but do not tell them this unless they ask.  While you need to be very strict with this rule, you may want to give 1 warning before assessing the first penalty.  Talking defeats the purpose of the problem.

2.  Give each team a set of the following materials (substitutions may be made for the spont fair):

· 5 spaghetti noodles
· 4 mailing labels
· 15 paper clips
· 5 unsharpened pencils
· 2 paper cups
· 1 piece of 8.5" x 1" paper
· 1" cube of modelling clay
· 1 small plastic bag
· 3 plastic forks
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2010 - Problem  8

Team Copy

1.   You will have six minutes to solve this problem.  You may ask the judge questions at any time; however, time will continue.  You will be scored at the end of five minutes or when the team asks to be scored. 
2.   In front of you on the table are various building materials.  You may use only the materials provided in this solution.  You may use the scissors, but they may not be part of your final solution.
3.  Your problem is: You are to build a tower as high as possible from the surface of the table towards the ceiling.  You may use only the materials provided in your solution.  You may not talk to each other at any time.  Any instance of talking will be penalized.

4. Scoring will be as follows:

· Every inch in the height of your structure: 2 points

· How well your team works together:  1-25 points
· Penalty for talking (each offence): 3 points
5.  Your bridge must stand for at least as long as it takes the judge to measure it.

Scoresheet - Silence is Golden
# inches in height of structure


   _______x 2    __________ 

How well team works together (1-25)



      __________


Subtotal






      __________ =

Penalty for talking (# of offenses)  

   _______x 3    __________ –

Total points






     __________ =

Comments:
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